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9/12 To my five brothers
(Luke 16: 19-31)

Ouzkourni Fi Malakoutika
Remember me in your kingdom

The Cross: Safeguard of Humanity, Glory of the Church, Pride of Kings...

Have you ever wondered why Divine Providence has chosen that Jesus be born in a humble
house overseen by a carpenter, who worked the wood to transform it into pieces of art, a
carpenter whose name is Joseph?

Have you ever wondered who was the first carpenter in History who worked the wood,
particularly the cypress wood to produce the sign of Salvation?

Have you ever wondered why the Lord Jesus wanted to save the world by the Cross, the wood,
the log?

Why this close link between the skilled trade and the material, between the wood, the nails, the
ropes, the hammer, and the chisel?

In the Book of Genesis, God commanded the man and the woman not to eat the fruit of that
tree or else they would die. They disobeyed God’s command, ate from the tree, and sin entered
the world through food, through the tree wood...

God should have returned to save the fallen Man through another kind of wood, this wood
which he had already given many symbols in the Old Testament; among which Noah’s Ark,
Jacob’s Ladder, the Staff of Moses, and the Ark of the Covenant.

When God saw how great the wickedness of the human race had become on the earth, He said
to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people because they had corrupted their ways... So
make yourself an ark of cypress wood.”

Noah was the first carpenter to make, along with his children, an ark of cypress wood, which,
according to the Fathers of the Church, was named the Ark of Salvation.

Following the flood, the Biblical narratives and events that focus on Salvation take us to Jacob,
who dreamed and behold a ladder joining heaven and earth, and the angels of God ascending
and descending on it.

These two events, Noah’s Ark and Jacob’s Ladder, are both signs of Christ’s cross, who would
save the world from the flood of sin, and would also be a bridge joining heaven and earth.

If the tree were the cause of Man’s fall, with Jesus it became the cause of salvation. For this
reason, Divine Providence had decided that Jesus would be a carpenter who would work the



wood to prepare the instrument of salvation. This instrument was made of cypress wood, a
wood log much appreciated by the Romans to make crosses, due to its solidity and heaviness.
What applies to Noah’s Ark and Jacob’s Ladder also applies to the Staff of Moses, which God
took in His hand when He said to Moses, “Take this staff in your hand to do wonders among
you.” This staff is the same that rescued the people from slavery and split the Red Sea, the
world of death, so that the people could cross to the land of freedom; that was their first
Crossover.

Through these signs, God performed salvation miracles, which have given dimensions and
symbols to the cross, the very cross that the Romans would make for Jesus from cypress wood.
All theological events would thus be completed when the Lord was lifted upon the cross and
attracted the people toward Him.

Dear reader, have you ever wondered why cypress trees are planted in cemeteries?

Cypress is the symbol of Resurrection. Cypress wood was used to make Noah’s Ark, the first
sign of salvation, to consolidate Solomon’s temple, and to make the Cross, which has become
the symbol of Resurrection and triumph over death.

The cross has once been the symbol of shame and humiliation, for it is written: "Cursed is
everyone who is hung on a pole." But with Jesus the cross became the symbol of resurrection.
No wonder that this divine carpenter could save the people and join their land with His
Heavens through two logs and three nails, and with the ropes He tied the devil and threw him
in the ditch...

He is truly an excellent carpenter because He knew how to adorn His Church with the
masterpiece of Salvation, the Cross. He will come with His great glory on the Judgment Day,
and the sign of the Son of man will shine with glory to be seen by all mankind.

By the Cross, we shall triumph. By the Cross, our dead shall cross this world towards heaven.
By the Cross, we shall defeat devils. By the Cross, our families are blessed and sanctified. You,
who love Christ, may the Cross be your weapon, because the gates of hell have fallen before
His power. Always remember that Jesus was united with the Cross just as a groom unites with
his bride, and the fruit of His love was the Church born from His side.

Translated from the arabic version written by

Father Elie KHNEISSER
Chouerite Order
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